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It is an honor to learn my book Seismic Amplitude Interpretation is ready to go to press
and will soon be published in Chinese. This book represents a lifetime of interest and work.
My notes from Continuing Education Lectures were published for the 2001 SEG DISC (Soci-
ety of Exploration Geophysicists’ Distinguished Instructor Short Course) . The goal is to
help geoscientists learn how to better predict lithologies and fluid content from prestack re-
flection seismic data.
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In general, Chinese petroleum geology is older, and thus the rock matrices are much
stiffer than in the Gulf of Mexico where these technologies were mostly developed. This can
make it harder to apply the principles described in my book. However, from my trips to Chi-
na, [ am convinced there are extremely talented Chinese geoscientists who will take this work
to the next level, and learn how accomplish in the older and more stiff Chinese rocks what
we demonstrate in the Gulf Coast. Hopefully your Chinese language publication will open
doors to enable me to collaborate on inventing ways of better extending this work to unravel
Chinese lithology and fluid content.
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The geophysical industry is constantly changing. For example, the company we founded
in 1981, Geophysical Development Corporation or GDC, became part of a larger geophysical
contractor named Geokinetics, Inc. in 1999. With Geokinetics recent purchase of Trace Geo-
physical and Grant Geophysical, making it one of the largest seismic acquisition companies in
the world, the decision was made to create a common name for all divisions, so GDC is now
Geokinetics Processing & Interpretation.
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However, solid scientific advances, like those described in detail in Seismic Amplitude
Interpretation , remain the common foundation of our industry. I do not read Chinese, and I
am old enough. I'm sure I never will. However, I would appreciate your forwarding to me
English translations of any comments you receive regarding the Chinese publication of the
book. Also, I would like to demonstrate my appreciation for your making my life work avail-
able to Chinese geophysicists.
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