Luke 17-18
· Bake cookies for the class. At the beginning of the class before you get to the lesson, tell the students that you love them and have brought a cookie for their lunch. Have them individually wrapped and ask them to set them aside. As you pass them out, count to yourself how many say thank you. (For example, 3 out of 12 students say thank you.)  Then begin your lesson without any comment on it.

Review from yesterday’s lesson about the rich man and Lazarus (Luke 16: 19-30) include a discussion about listening to the prophet. Talk about President Hinckley’s 6 B's and list them on the board. Point out where ever gratitude is listed that President Hinckley listed it as first and asked them why that might be first on his list. 

Use the parable of the unprofitable servant (Luke 17: 7-9), cross referencing that with Mosiah 2: 18-26 to talk about our dependence upon the Lord. Focus on understanding that when we realize how much we have to be thankful for we understand how we are unprofitable servants.

Near the end of your lesson write 1/10 and 3/12 (whatever the number is in your class) and ask them to figure out what it means as you go on.  Read the story of the 10 lepers (Luke 17: 12-19) and talk about it. Finally asked them what they think the numbers mean.  Explain it and then tell them that you made the cookies for them because you love them, not to get thanks. But tell them it would have still felt nice to be thanked. Heavenly Father blesses us because He loves us, but He would also like to hear thanks. Yet, in reality, the commandment to be grateful is really for us. Talk about how gratitude keeps us focused and grounded. 

You may talk about gratitude and read 2 examples of youth who had tried to apply the 6 B's. (Caroline H. Benzley, “Be Grateful,” New Era, Mar. 2002, 37)
Luke 19
· You may use the following questions (Seminary Squares game for example) to go over the stories in the lesson material. Then you can go over the doctrine in the next lesson.  Taken from the reading of Luke 19-20, Matt 21-22, and Mark 11.
 CLEANSING THE TEMPLE - Luke 19:45-48

How many times during Christ's ministry did he cleanse the temple? 2 times

Complete this sentence from Luke: My house shall be called a house of prayer, but you have made it a ____________________. den of thieves

Who did the Savior cast out of the temple? The moneychangers and those that sold doves.

FIG TREE - Mark 11:12-20

What did Jesus do to the fig tree? Cursed it.

Why did Jesus go to the fig tree? to try to find fruit to eat

What happened to the fig tree that Jesus cursed? It dried up from the roots.

What did Jesus tell the apostles they could do if they had faith and doubt not? They could move a mountain and cast it into the sea.

PHARISEES QUESTIONING AUTHORITY - Luke 19, Matt 21

How did Jesus stop the Pharisees' questioning on authority? He asked them where John the Baptist got his authority. They were afraid on how to answer because of the people.

Why did the Pharisees insist that Jesus rebuke his disciples? Because they said, Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord: peace in heaven and glory in the highest.

**** TRIUMPHAL ENTRY - Matt 21, Luke 19, Mark 11

What did the Savior tell the Pharisees would happen if the people ceased in praising him as he entered Jerusalem? The stones could immediately cry out.

Why did Jesus weep over Jerusalem? He knew the day would come when enemies would cast a trench about the city and keep them there and that not one stone would be left.

After his first day of the last week teaching in the temple, where did Jesus spend the night? Back at Bethany

RENDER UNTO CAESAR - Luke 20:23-25 and Matt. 22:15-21

Who did the Pharisees do to try to catch the Savior in his teachings so they could arrest him? Sent out spies.

What did the Savior teach with a penny? To render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's and unto God the things that are God's.

According to the Savior, was it lawful to pay tribute to Caesar? Yes.

PARABLE OF THE KING'S SON - MATT. 21:28-32

Who do the King's two sons symbolize? 1st son - wicked rebellious, no interest in spiritual things. - The Harlots and Publicans 2nd son - Acting spiritual and righteous but to be seen of men - chief priests, scribes and elders.

Jesus to the Pharisees that who would go to heaven before them. Publicans and harlots.

Why did the Savior say that Publicans and harlots were more righteous than the elders of the Jew? Because the Publicans and Harlots believed John the Baptist and they did not.

***

GREATEST LAW - Matt. 22:36-38

What is the greatest commandment? Love the Lord with all thy heart, soul and mind.

What is the second great commandment? Love thy neighbor as thyself.

PARABLE OF THE WICKED HUSBANDMAN - Luke 20:9-19

What did the husbandman do to the servants of the Lord? Beat them, hurt them and sent them away.

Who did the Lord send to the husbandman last? His own son.

What was the fate of the husbandman? He was killed

Who does the wicked Husbandman represent in the parable? The leaders of the Jews

Who were the servants sent by the lord of the vineyard? The prophets of the Old Testament.

Who was the son? The Savior.

What happened to the vineyard after the husbandman was killed? It was given to others.

***

MARRIAGE IN THE RESURRECTION - Matt. 21:21-33; Luke

Did the Sadducees believe in the resurrection? No, they deny there is a resurrection.

What did the law of Moses teach concerning a widow in a family? If a man's brother died before he had children, the brother was to marry his wife and have children raised up for his brother.

The Sadducees questioned the Savior about a widow who was married how many times to her husband's brothers? Seven.

How did the Savior answer the Sadducees when they asked who a widow would be married to in the resurrection? He told them in the resurrection, you neither marry nor are given in marriage. That is an ordinance that has to happen in this life, on this earth and not in the hereafter.

Why did the Savior say to beware of the scribes? They walk in long robes and love greetings in the markets but devour widows' houses and for a show make long prayers.

Jesus asked the Pharisees what they thought of Christ. What was their answer? He was the son of David.

PARABLE OF THE MARRIAGE OF THE KING'S SON - Matt. 22:1-14

What did the invited wedding guests do to the king's servants? Made light of the invitation to the wedding, went their way and eventually slew the servant.

Who did the king finally invite to the wedding? People who were walking along the highways.

What is meant by not having on a proper wedding garment? He was not a wedding guest and had not come in the normal way, but was a thief to the wedding.

· You may want to use a talk given by Pres. Faust that was published in the Friend.  James E. Faust, “Come Listen to a Prophet’s Voice: The Little Engine That Could,” Friend, Oct. 2003.  Pres. Faust compares the story of the Little Engine That Could to the Parable of the Ten Talents. It is well done. Here is a lesson plan developed around that.

Luke 19

1. Tell story of Little Engine That Could….have students read parts of different trains, with different trains as props. 

2. Let's liken the train story to us…what is symbolic? 

1. What is the train? All of us in the church 

2. Who is the first engine that couldn't pull the train anymore? Someone who has been released from their calling, or who moves away, or who for some reason cannot fulfill their church assignment anymore. 

3. What is the other side of the mountain? The blessing of the gospel, the celestial kingdom, and so forth. 

4. Who is the shiny new engine? Someone who feels they are too impressive to take a "small" calling, who doesn't have time. 

5. Who is the big strong freight engine? Someone who feels they are too important to take a "small" or one that is not in the spotlight. 

6. Who is the rusty, old engine? Someone who feels they have served enough, who feels they have done their time, someone who feels they should be allowed to rest now. 

7. Who is the little blue engine? Someone with humility, who is willing to do whatever they are asked to do, someone who is familiar with their limitations, but knows the Lord will sustain and support them. 

3. Who gets the church, and themselves to the celestial kingdom? That little engine. 

4. President Faust said this.. "At times all of us are called upon to stretch ourselves and do more than we think we can. I'm reminded of President Theodore Roosevelt's quip, "I am only an average man but, by George, I work harder at it than the average man." 

5. Today's reading was the parable of the talents, Luke 19: 12-27. 

6. Make notes on the following words. 

7. Who is the nobleman? Jesus Christ - v. 12 

8. What is the far off country? Kingdom of heaven. V. 12 

9. What is his return? Second coming. V. 12 

10. Who are the ten servants? Members of the church. V. 13 

11. What are the pounds? Our many talents and abilities. V. 13 

12. Who are the citizens? Members of the world. V. 14 

13. Read Luke 19:12-27 

14. What does this have to do with the little engine that could? 

15. We are like the many engines in the story….we are not using our talents and abilities to help our brothers and sisters get to the celestial kingdom. 

16. In the story of the talents, at what point in time are we, in the story? The Lord is on his way back. 

17. Will he call for an accounting of our stewardships? Of course. 

18. Let's look at this pound thing….how are they given out? Everyone gets one. Translate that to our day…we all have talents. Everyone single one of us. No one is talent less. Some are just more noticeable than others. 

19. What has the first servant done with his pound? Magnified it ten times. 

20. Likening the scriptures to ourselves, what does that possibly mean? 

21. What is his reward? Well done thou good and faithful servant - ten cities as a reward. 

22. What has the second servant done with his one talent? Magnified it five times. 

23. His reward? Well done. He gets five cities. 

24. How about the third servant. He hid his talent and did nothing. Is the Lord understanding? No - his talent was taken away and given to another. He has no reward. 

25. Here is President's Faust’s' take on the train story and the talent parable …"Some of us are too content with what we may already be doing. We stand back in the "eat, drink, and be merry" mode when opportunities for growth and development abound. We miss opportunities to build up the kingdom of God because we have the passive notion that someone else will take care of it. The Lord tells us that He will give more to those who are willing. They will be magnified in their efforts, like the little blue engine as it pulled the train up the mountain. But to those who say, "We have enough, from them shall be taken away even that which they have." The Lord entrusts all of His servants…with spiritual talents. The Lord, who endows us with these talents, tells us: "I believe you can. I believe you can." While we are not all equal in experience, aptitude, and strength, we have different opportunities to employ these spiritual gifts, and we will all be accountable for the use of the gifts and opportunities given to us. 

26. Although we are away from our Heavenly Home, and the veil is over our memory, we still have our agency. We each handle our responsibilities in different ways. But there will be an accounting. Jesus is coming back. And if we have been true and faithful, if we have listened to the voice of the Savior, telling us "I believe you can, I believe you can," we will be good and faithful servants, and will receive a sweet and beautiful reward. 

27. Do you want to be the too proud new engine?
Father, where shall I work today?
And my love flowed warm and free.
Then He pointed out a tiny spot
And said, "Tend that for me."
I answered quickly, "Oh no; not that!
Why, no one would ever see,
No matter how well my work was done;
Not that little place for me."
And the word He spoke, it was not stern; He answered me tenderly:
"Ah, little one, search that heart of thine.
Art thou working for them or for me?
Nazareth was a little place,
And so was Galilee." 

28. Do you want to be the too important freight engine…..unwilling to go the "extra mile" in service. The Master taught us that "whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain." Some of the most rewarding times of our lives are those "extra mile" hours given in service when the body says it wants to relax, but our better self emerges and says, "Here am I; send me." 

29. Do you want to be the too tired old engine - Remember Pres. Hinckley is 95. 

30. Or do you want to be the little engine that could? 

31. Be the engine that can. 

32. Give out glue-in from Teacher's Manual, p. 99 Elder McConkie's interpretation of the parable. 

	· Luke 19:1–10 
	· Colin B. Douglas, "What I've Learned about Grace Since Coming Down from the Sycomore Tree," Ensign, Apr. 1989, 13. 

· David A. Whetten, "Sir, We Would See Jesus," Ensign, Oct. 1978, 5. 

· Craig C. Christensen, "Seek, and Ye Shall Find," Ensign, May 2003, 33. 

	Luke 19:11–27 (see also Matthew 25:14–20)
	· Russell M. Nelson, "The Five A's of Stewardship,"Ensign, Apr. 1972, 24. 

· Vaughn J. Featherstone, "We Love Those We Serve," New Era, Mar. 1988, 17. 

· James E. Faust, "I Believe I Can, I Knew I Could," Ensign, Nov. 2002, 49. 

	Luke 19:28–48 (see also Matthew 21:1–16; Mark 11:1–18; John 12:12–19)
	· Bruce R. McConkie, "Think on These Things," Ensign, Jan. 1974, 45. 

· Bruce R. McConkie, "How to Worship," Ensign, Dec. 1971, 129. 

· Dallin H. Oaks, "What Think Ye of Christ?" Ensign, Nov. 1988, 65. 


Luke 20-21
· As you read about Christ's masterful handling of the devious questions put forth by the Pharisees and Sadducees, students may wonder how they can answer their friends' questions and arguments with positive results.   You may want to have the missionaries come and talk to them about how to avoid arguments and how to answer questions effectively.  Or have students share experiences they have had when they shared the gospel in a non argumentative way.  Stress the importance of speaking with the Spirit and bearing your testimony, which can not be argued with. There is a video clip "A Man without Eloquence" found on the D&C Gospel Doctrine video. It is a video of Brigham Young telling how the simple but powerful testimony of one humble man prompted him to join the Church. 

· Have your students imagine they are a news reporter assigned to follow Jesus during the events of Luke 20.  They are not one of his followers but they are not His enemy either.  Have them write a story about the events they witness as if it were for the next day’s paper.  Include headlines that would get their reader’s attention.  Illustrate article if desired.  Have students share their articles.

· Here is a list of questions.  You may give each student an answer sheet for them to fill in the answers--since the material has been covered before have them see how much they can solve without their scriptures.  Then with them.  Or you may set it up as a snake quiz.  Or use the questions for any other game that works for your class. 

Questions:

· When the chief priests and scribes and elders ask Jesus in the temple “who gave you this authority”, what question does Jesus ask them in response to their question?  (v. 3—was the baptism of John from heaven or men) 

· Jesus gives a parable.  The parable is about a certain man who went to a far country and left the care of his vineyard in the hands of who?  (v. 9—husbandmen) 

· In the parable where a man left his vineyard in the care of the husbandmen, he sent three servants to the husbandmen at 3 different times…what did the husbandmen do to all three servants?  (v. 10—beat them) 

· In the parable of the Husbandmen, who do the servants sent to inquire of the vineyard represent?  (prophets) 

· In the parable of the Husbandmen, after a third servant was beaten, the man sent his beloved son.  What did they do to the son?  (v. 15—killed him) 

· In the parable of the Husbandmen, who does the son represent?  (Jesus Christ) 

· The chief priests and scribes felt that the parable of the Husbandmen was about them.  What did they seek to do from that point on?  (V. 19—lay their hands on Christ).  NOTE:  They then sent spies to watch him. 

· The Sadducees tried to trick Jesus by asking, “Is it lawful to give tribute to Caesar?”  What did Jesus ask them?  (He had them show him a coin and ask whose image was on it.) 

· What was the denomination of money that Jesus asked the Sadducees to show him?  (a penny) 

· When the Sadducees asked Jesus whether it was lawful to give tribute to Caesar, what was Jesus’ final response that caused them to marvel?  (“Give to Caesar that which is Caesar’s and unto God that which is God’s.”) 

· The Sadducees tried to trick Jesus with a question about whose wife of 7 brothers will she be in the resurrection.  What was the belief of the Sadducees about the resurrection that made this such a trick question?  (v. 27—they deny that there is a resurrection) 

· How did Jesus respond when the Sadducees tried to trick Jesus with the question about the wife of 7 brothers?  (This world is the time to marry, and that the dead don’t marry.  For God is not a God of the dead, but of the living).  NOTE:  This means that this life is the time to marry for eternity. 

· After Jesus responded to the Sadducees about the money and the wife of 7 brothers, the scribes said that he answered them well.  What question did they then ask him?  (v. 40—they durst not ask him any question at all) 

· He saw rich men casting their gifts into the treasury.  But he said that the poor widow woman cast in more than they all.  How much did she cast in?  (v. 2—2 mites) 

· The Savior predicts that something will be destroyed, where not one stone will remain standing on another.  What is that will be destroyed?  (v. 6—the temple) 

· After Jesus talks of the destruction, what does he tells the disciples will happen to them?  (v. 16-17—they will be betrayed by parents, family and friends and hated of all men).  

· Although the disciples will suffer persecution, what does the Savior say will not be harmed on the disciples?  (the hairs of their heads) 

· The Savior tells of his second coming, and gives several signs to watch for.  He told them to not be deceived by many who profess to be what?  (false Christs) 

· What will be the political situation before the coming of the Lord? (world wars) 

· Name one of the physical calamities that will occur at the Savior’s 2nd Coming. (earthquakes, famines, pestilences, the earth will be in distress) 

· Name one of the signs in the heavens at the 2nd Coming of the Savior.  (signs in the sun, moon and stars, signs from heaven) 

· What will happen to men’s hearts at the 2nd Coming?  (men’s hearts will fail them) 

· How shall Christ appear at his 2nd Coming?   (in a cloud of glory) 

· Jesus tells his disciples that they will not know when the things of the 2nd coming will happen, but the righteous will recognize the signs.  What does he tell us to do?  (v. 36—watch and pray) 
Luke 22
· When teaching Luke 22 on the sacrament, see if you can find the video of Elder Holland's talk from the Sunday morning session of October conference (Oct. 1) 1995 or print a copy for each student to read along together. At certain times during the talk pause the video and play a musical number or have them sing. Here are some ideas for the musical numbers:

After he says "Behold the Lamb of God" -- listen to that song from the Messiah or sing 86  “How Great Thou Art”
After he says "This cup is the new testament in my blood which is shed for the remission of sins. This do in remembrance of me. For as often as ye eat this bread and drink this cup ye do show the Lord's death till he come." Sing    183 "In Remembrance of Thy Suffering."

After he says "We may not know, we cannot tell what pains he had to bear..." and then "it is an important element of our worship to unite in such lyrical and moving expressions of gratitude" Sing 194 "There is a Green Hill Far Away"

After he talks about Mary, have the girls sing "Mary's Lullaby" from the Primary Song book page 44 or Away in a Manger.
After he talks about Joseph, have the boys sing  "When Joseph Went to Bethlehem" (Primary Songbook page 38)
After he says that "our Master 'was despised and rejected, a man of sorrow, and acquainted with grief'" , you may wish to play that song from the Messiah or sing 175 “O God the Eternal Father”
At the end he quotes from "How Great the Wisdom and the Love" and "I Stand All Amazed." Either song would work here. 
· You may want to present a Passover Meal, with roast lamb, and salted parsley and unleavened bread or bring in a few symbolic items as visual aids.  Explain to the students that the Savior used the symbols already on the table in front of the disciples to establish new symbols and establish a new covenant.  You may want to point out the similarities between the two covenants.  Both the law of sacrifice and the sacrament: 

1. Are affected by attitude and worthiness.  

2. Are to be performed by those in the Aaronic Priesthood.  

3. Focus on Christ.  

4. Contain elements that remind of Christ's flesh and blood.  

5. Are a means for us to make and renew covenants with God.  

6. Are performed regularly on the Sabbath.  

7. Symbolically partake of the Atonement.  

8. Are the only saving ordinances that we participate in more than once.

9. Provide an important step in the process of repentance. 

                       (Elder M. Russell Ballard, Aug 96 CES Symposium.)

Sit on the floor while discussing this and have the boys remember the sacrament prayers and we talked about the symbolism in the bread and grape juice and how that works for us today. Then show the clip of Elder Oaks testimony from the Special Witnesses video - it is all about the last supper and the sacrament and how they mesh together. 

Luke 23
· Readiness Activity.  Give students a word scramble to get their attention.  See how many words they can solve.  The words are: body, crucifixion, trial, Calvary, Barabbas, resurrection.  Then move into lesson.

dybo

nicifuxoirc

lirat

avrlyac

srabbaba

serurercnoit

· Neal A. Maxwell, “Apply the Atoning Blood of Christ,” Ensign, Nov. 1997

Luke 24
· Readiness activity:  Give the students a T/F quiz.  Go over the questions and use the references to answer the questions.  Then move into the lesson with  Luke 24 in the Manual about How the Lord communicates with His children.

Number 1-18 on your paper. Answer True or False to each question.

1. Lazarus was resurrected just before Christ, so he was the first person resurrected.  (No, he was brought back to mortal life, not immortal life. Lazarus would die again.-- Lesson 8: The Resurrection and Judgment,” Aaronic Priesthood Manual 3, 27)
2. Resurrected beings will look like Arnold Swarzenegger or Michelle Pfeiffer. (See Elder Oaks Ensign May 2000 pg. 15)

3. Of all the people who walked/talked on earth, Jesus was the first to be resurrected. (John 11:25–26.)
4. Resurrected people can eat fish burgers and cold cereal. (Luke 24:41-43) 

5. Only a few people have seen the resurrected Christ.  (3 Nephi)

6. Peter, James, and John were the first to see the resurrected Lord. (John 20:11-16)

7. Thomas was the only one of the 12 who would not believe without seeing.  

8. One can easily recognize a resurrected being because of his glory and brightness.  (Luke 24:13-32)

9. Translated beings do not need resurrection.  (Translated beings do not die but remain on earth until Christ comes and they are resurrected.)
10. The morning of the First Resurrection has already taken place, Jesus was resurrected and is finished, and we are now waiting for the 2nd Resurrection.  (Two general resurrections are mentioned in the scriptures: (1) the first resurrection, or resurrection of the just, and (2) the final resurrection, or resurrection of the unjust. .-- Lesson 8: The Resurrection and Judgment,” Aaronic Priesthood Manual 3, 27)
11. Mortals who become Sons of Perdition don't get to be resurrected.  (D&C 76:81–85).
12. All resurrected bodies are perfect and differ in their glory and brightness.  

13. When one is invited to feel the wounds of the atonement as some people have, what they are feeling is scars.  

14. A person can experience a fullness of joy without a resurrected body.  (D&C  93:33–34)
15. All Christen churches believe in the resurrection just like we do. (See Elder Oaks Ensign May 2000 pg. 14)

16.  A Resurrected body can be handled, has flesh and bones. (Luke 24:36-39)

Answers:

1. F  2. F   3. T   4. T   5. F   6. F   7. F   8. F   9. F   10. F   11. F   12. T  

 13. F   14. F   15. F  16. T
· Show the last ten minutes of the church video, "Finding Faith in Christ," (ldscatalog.com item 53668000).  You can start it at the atonement and show through Thomas teaching and telling of his experience doubting.
John 1
· Jeffrey R. Holland, “Come and See,” New Era, Dec 1997 
· READINESS Give each person a piece of paper and ask them to write about a close friend or family member. Give suggestions such as: What are their goals in life, what was a painful or wonderful memory for them, what makes them really happy etc.? (try to steer away from simple questions such as favorite color or food)

After everyone has finished write the name of someone on the board (or present a picture) of a person who is real but that they would not know much about such as Henry Kissinger.

Ask: How do you FEEL about the first person you wrote about? How do you FEEL about the second person? Why?? --Make the connection that the more we know about someone the more we love them.

Put up a picture of the Savior. Ask: What do you know about Him? What do you FEEL about Him? --The more you know of the Savior the more you love Him.

· Ezra Taft Benson, “Think on Christ” pg. 4 April 1994 New Era “One night two men were rushing through the crowded station to catch a train. One was fifteen or twenty yards in front of the other. It was Christmas eve. Their train was scheduled to depart in a matter of minutes. The first man turned a corner and in his haste to get home to a Christmas cocktail party plowed right into the little crippled boy. He knocked him off his stool, and candy, newspapers, and gum were scattered everywhere. Without so much as stopping, he cursed the little fellow for being there and rushed on to catch the train that would take him to celebrate Christmas in the way he had chosen for himself. It was only a matter of seconds before the second commuter arrived on the scene. He stopped, knelt, and gently picked up the boy. After making sure the child was unhurt, the man gathered up the scattered newspapers, sweets, and magazines. Then he took his wallet and gave the boy a five dollar bill. ‘Son,’ he said, ‘I think this will take care of what was lost or soiled. Merry Christmas!’ Without waiting for a reply the commuter now picked up the briefcase and started to hurry away. As he did, the little cripple boy cupped his hands together and called out, ‘Mister, Mister!’ The man stopped as the boy asked, ‘Are you Jesus Christ?’ By the look on his face, it was obvious the commuter was embarrassed by the question. But he smiled and said, ‘No, son. I am not Jesus Christ, but I am trying hard to do what He would do if He were here.”
· Use the chart on page 76 of the student manual.  Go through John 1:35-51 looking for information to till in the answers.  How are these men examples of ways that people find Christ and His gospel today?
· Readiness:  Give students a quiz on the gospel writers.  All answers will be one of the Gospel writers.  Ask them to tell you who the sentence describes.  All of the facts should be phrased as “Who Am I?” questions and in the first person.  You do not have to wait until the end of the question to write your answer, but once it is written, you cannot change it.  Here are the facts: 

1. I am the only one that wrote about the wise men visiting Christ.  (Matthew) 

2. I am a physician.  (Luke) 

3. I wrote the book of Revelation.  (John) 

4. I never tasted death.  (John) 

5. I am sometimes called Levi.  (Matthew) 

6. My gospel is the shortest one.  (Mark) 

7. I love the words “immediately” and “straightway” and used them over 40 times in my gospel.  (Mark) 

8. I wrote for the Greek audience.  (Luke) 

9. I am the only one that told Peter to “Feed my Sheep.”  (John) 

10. I was a tax collector by profession.  (Matthew) 

11. I wrote for the Jews.  (Matthew) 

12. My mother’s name was Mary, the one in whose home many disciples gathered to worship.  (Mark) 

13. I never met the Savior while he was alive.  (Luke) 

14. I’m the only one that wrote about Jesus being a carpenter. (Mark) 

15. I was with Jesus at Gethsemane.  (John) 

16. I am the only one that wrote the complete Sermon on the Mount.  (Matthew) 

17. My gospel focuses on the ministry of Jesus in Jerusalem.  (John) 

18. My gospel was probably the first one written.  (Mark) 

19. I am the only one that wrote about Gabriel’s visit to Mary and Zacharias.  (Luke) 

20. I was a member of the First Presidency.  (John) 

John 2
· Readiness Activity--changing the water to wine. First have the students do the math (see below) about how much a firkin was and how many gallons of water would be required to fill 6 pots.

Bring in a 1 gallon jug (the kind with the spigot on the end).  Inside put some punch powder.  Put a funnel in the hole at the top so the students can’t see inside it. Then give each of the students one of those little tiny Dixie cups and have them go to the bathroom, kitchen, and drinking fountain to fill up their cups and bring it back to the classroom and pour it into the funnel. It will take several trips to fill it up. While they were out of the classroom, shake the jug so the punch powder would be mixed. 

Talk about how many trips to the well the servants would have had to make to fill the pots (because they would have been too big to take to the well and carry them back). Talk about how it was no little feat to fill those pots with water. (Apply it to how we must do our part when we seek help from our Heavenly Father.) Then read from the scriptures about the miracle. Then have the students taste the "water". They will be surprised when it comes out red and tastes good.

MATH:  Since the scriptures say that each pot was between 2 and 3 firkins each, I had the students use 2 1/2 or 2.5 firkins per pot.  Since each firkin is 9 gallons of water, I had them multiply 2.5 by 9 which equals 22.5 gallons of water per pot.  Multiply that by 6 pots and you have 135 gallons of water.  If you do the math for 2 and for 3 firkin pots, the amount of gallons would be between 18 and 27 gallons of water.
 
Now if you assume that each container that the servants used to carry water from the well to the pots at the wedding feast was a 2-gallon container, which was an average sized container for that day, it would take 68 trips to the well for a 2.5 firkin water pot and anywhere from 54-81 trips depending on the size of the water pot.  No easy feat

· Readiness:  Bring in a baby album, show pictures of "firsts" (i.e. first steps, first smile, first picture, etc). Ask why firsts are so important and why people make such a big deal about them. What are some big firsts in our lives?

Tell the students that today you will be talking about an important first in Jesus' life. Have them skim verses 1-11 and tell what important first happens in those verses (verse 11: Jesus' first recorded miracle).

· Honoring Parents—and Being Honorable Parents,” Ensign, Jul. 1986, 57. 
· Dallin H. Oaks, “Honour Thy Father and Thy Mother,” Ensign, May 1991, 14. 

John 3
· Readiness: Imagine yourself sitting in a classroom with your peers, and someone makes a comment about the Mormons. You are the only member in the class and most of the kids know that. The comments are not correct or kind. You defend your religion the best you can. At home that night the phone rings and it is a boy in your class. He mentions that he is impressed with some of the things that you said in class. He has noticed that you have different standards, he starts asking questions about your religion. Why didn't he bring up his questions in the class room? What might he have lost if he had asked and been interested in front of the class? Today we will be talking about a similar situation in the New Testament.
· Readiness:  Find something unusual, but interesting, that sticks out, like an unusual painting (I have included an example of M.C. Escher's work as an example) or an unusual advertisement. Have it set up somewhere the students can see as they enter the room.

Write the following questions on the board before class:

Why don't you drink beer or coffee? Why can't you go shopping on Sunday?  Why can't you date until you're sixteen? Do you believe in Christ?

Pick up the picture or ad and ask the students if they found anything unusual or what catches their attention. They'll probably say something about its unusual nature. Ask why unusual things catch our attention. How do we respond? (Want to know more or avoid it. Some: feel threatened and want to destroy it). Ask how the questions on the board might relate to the picture or ad. Have your friends ever asked you these questions? Why do they ask them? How do you respond?

Jesus found himself in a similar situation in John 3. Have the students read verses 1-2 and summarize what is happening. Some points to bring up: What's going on? Who is Nicodemus? When is he there? Why is he there at that hour? And why has he come to see Jesus? 
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· Read John 3:16-17 while substituting I/me. Very powerful.
John 4-5
· Joseph B. Wirthlin, “Living Water to Quench Spiritual Thirst,” Ensign, May 1995, 18. 

· Dallin H. Oaks, “Nourishing the Spirit,” Ensign, Dec. 1998, 7. 

· Readiness: Give your students two pieces of square paper.  Fold along the diagonal to give a triangle. Now fold one corner of the triangle upwards to meet the opposite side.  The angle there should be about 90 degrees.  

Origami Cup 
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Now fold one of the top corners downwards.  

Then flip the piece over, and fold the corner labeled A up as shown.  
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Then flip the piece over again.  Now fold the other top corner down on the backside.
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Now just use your fingers to open up your origami cup!
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 Read the story of the Woman at the well. Follow the lesson and ask the questions in the manual.  
 
Have your students write scriptures from John 4 that relate to water on the outside of their cup to save in their scriptures and let them use the other one to drink from. 
 
John 6
· When using the chart in the teacher's resource manual you may want to add one extra column - "My Personal Exodus" meaning my journey out of the world and worldliness and into His light.  It will help them see the application to their own life.

· Give your students the following 5 questions or comments that the Jews asked.  Have them work in groups to find how Christ answered them: 

1. You say that God is your Father, and that you are the Messiah. Well then, assuming that is true (which we don't, by the way) what is it that you expect us to do about it? What work should we do? Surely you have some divine message for us. (v. 28)  

2. We cannot believe you are you say unless you show us some great sign. It's true we saw you feed 5000 people yesterday with 5 loaves and 2 fishes, but surely you don't think that is enough proof. Moses, who was only a man, fed millions of our fathers daily for years with manna from heaven. That was way more miraculous that you one meal yesterday. Do some great work, give us a miraculous sign so that we can believe. (v. 30-31)  

3. Well then, give us some of this "spiritual bread," (v.34)  

4. Did you hear this guy? He says he is "bread from Heaven!" Isn't this Jesus, the son of Joseph and Mary? Why does he say he same down from heaven? (v.41-42)  

5. What do you mean, we are supposed to eat your flesh? (v.52) 

· Thomas R. Valletta, “The True Bread of Life,” Ensign, Mar. 1999, 7  is the article that the lesson on pg. 114 of the teacher’s manual was based on.  It's helpful background reading for this lesson.
John 7
· Opening Song: Give Said the Little Stream

Readiness: Wilt some cut flowers the day before your lesson. At the beginning of class put 1 or 2 wilted flowers in each of 2 vases. In one vase add water (then pray it revives the flower before the end of class). In the other vase do not add water...just have a pitcher of water next to it. Throughout the lesson you will be talking about Christ being and offering the Living Waters to all...of course the flowers that got the water will be alive and the ones that had water available to them but did not "partake" are still wilted and dying.

Bring in saltine and peanut butter sandwiches for those who are willing to eat...of course have water ready for them on the table. Of course the point is all about being thirsty and having water available to quench our thirst just as Christ offered spiritual drink to the spiritually thirsty.

Christ offered water to all those who thirst...that's everyone! Just sometimes we don't realize how thirsty we are and try to get by using our own methods...does this sound like the scribes and Pharisees who didn't want to give up their love for the Mosaic law for the better law? Just
like the coolers of ice water at camp, if we don't drink of the Living Waters we will remain thirsty. (john 7:37-38)

Lesson for John 7:

Participation: Background of the feast of tabernacles. Have the students look up Feast of Tabernacles in the BD. Hand out the following questions (or make up your own):

1. What other names are used for the Feast of Tabernacles a. In gathering b. Feast of Temples c. Feast of the Holy Waters 

2. How long was the Feast of Tab. celebrated a.1 day b.7 days c.2 months 

3. This feast was to celebrate a. sojourn of the Israelites in the wilderness b. Gathering of the first fruits of the year (trick answer) c. building the temple in the wilderness 

4. This was the biggest feast of the year for the Jews. As years passed some of the traditions and rituals changed. Name 3 ceremonies that were added to this feast
1. ____________________________________
2. ____________________________________
3. ____________________________________ 

5. Where did the people live during the feast of the Tabernacles?
a. in the temple
b. in booths or tents made of branches
c. in large family groups at the family patriarch's home 

Throughout the chapter we read about the division amongst the people over Christ. Read verses 12, 13, 25, 26, 27, 31, 32, 40-47  What was the division about? What were the people saying about Jesus? Verses 37 & 38 were the turning point for many people as we read in vs. 39 & 40. When you read this invitation, is this a turning point for you? What can you do to partake of the Living Waters?

Christ did not argue with those who did not believe. Instead he challenged them in verse 17. What was He challenging them to do? Does this challenge apply to us today? Can we gain a testimony of a thing if we don't live it?

Complete the following chart:

DO Know

1. When I pay an honest tithe... I will know__________________________ 

2. When I am kind to others... I will know__________________________ 

3. When I keep my thoughts under control... I will know__________________________ 

4. When I pray each morning and night... I will know__________________________ 

5. One commandment I want to live better is... Then I'll know________________________ 

If you do the flower thing, don't forget to tie it up at the end.

 

· Good supplemental lesson/glue-in material for John 7:17 --

From the January 1991 Friend Magazine:  "The Roots of a Testimony, by Elder John K. Carmack of the Seventy (Adapted from an October 1988 general conference address. See Ensign, November 1988, pages 25-27.)

"The testimony of Christ was confirmed in you (1 Cor. 1:6).

"A testimony is a declaration of faith. In bearing testimony, some say, "I know," and some say, "I believe." Others say, "Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief" (Mark 9:24). How do we gain faith? I offer three principles:

"1. Rooted in Christ -- First, our testimonies must be rooted in Christ. He is the source of our greatest strength and comfort. I testify that He lives! I know His presence and have heard His voice in my mind and in my heart.

"2. Desire -- Faith begins with a desire to know if the gospel is true. To desire is to want or long for something. Alma stated, "Awake and arouse your faculties, even to an experiment upon my words, and exercise a particle of faith, yea, even if ye can no more than desire to believe" (Alma 32:27).

"3. The Gospel Experiment -- To gain a testimony, we must conduct a spiritual experiment. Jesus explained, "If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself" (John 7:17). In other words, as you try to live the gospel, you can know that it is true."

Also, a quote by Elder Heber C. Kimball which worked well with the angle of the lack of appreciation for the Savior's Messiahship on the part of his brothers ( John 7:1-9). They were later converted, as we must all be:

"To meet the difficulties that are coming, it will be necessary for you to have a knowledge of the truth of this work for yourself. The difficulties will be of such a character that the man or woman who does not possess his personal knowledge or witness will fall. The time will come when no man or woman will be able to stand on borrowed light. Each of you will have to be guided by the light within himself. If you do not have it, how can you stand?" (Orson F. Whitney, _Life of Heber C. Kimball_ [Bookcraft, 1967], p. 450

· Richard Moore, “My Trust Fund,” New Era, Oct. 1999, 35  With all those rules, I figured I was just a slave. Then I found an amazing way to earn my freedom.
· Here is a scripture chain for John 7.

John 7:17* 
Isaiah 1:19 
John 14:15*
Joshua 24:24 
1 Nephi 3:7* 
Mosiah 2:22 
D&C 1:32 
Matt. 16:27 
Matt. 25:21
