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The Local Story



“Americans have to be hit 
over the head with a 2 x 4.”

Dr. James Schlesinger



Major world oil supply disruptions

Katrina/Rita

War in Iraq

Venezuelan strike

Iraq oil export suspension

Iraqi invasion of Kuwait

Outbreak of Iran-Iraq war

Iranian revolution

Arab-Israeli war and Arab oil embargo

Six day war

Suez crisis

Source: IEA Response System for Oil Supply Emergencies Gross peak supply loss (mb/d)



World Per Capita Energy Consumption (mbtu)



Our decision about energy will test the character of 
the American People.









Brisbane, Australia Hamilton, Canada





Most Important Environmental Issue Facing California
Statewide Survey:

Source: Public Policy Institute of California





How many times does the term “peak oil” appear in 
an article in the Oregonian?

127

How many times does the term “peak oil”
appear in an article of the Los Angeles Times?

Zero







http://www.seattle.gov/mayor/climate
As of September 11:  691 Mayors (104 in California)

over 200 added since March

Local Government Action 
Growing Rapidly



An alternative framework.



1.2 million US households 
were disconnected from 
electric and natural gas 

service this summer due to 
failure to pay utility bills...



• 27 sq. miles

• 200,000 residents

• 1100 employees

• 8.5 miles of beach

Huntington Beach, CA



City Services:
495,000 gallons of 

fuel per year:

@$3/gal:   $1,500,000
@$4/gal:  $2,000,000

Infrastructure

500 miles of roads.

Electricity:      $4,000,000
Natural Gas:   $1,000,000



Sewage

Water

Trash

4500 tons of trash per 
week.

Waste Management: 
525,000 gallons of fuel 

per year.

10% of California’s 
electricity production 
consumed in moving

water.

365,000 kwh/day



Municipal Opportunities
• Waste (recycling, methane capture)

• Energy Efficiency (LED, retrofits, rebates, 
green bldg.)

• Transportation (transit, fleets, car sharing, 
biking)

• Renewables (green power purchases, solar, 
wind)

• Other (green purchasing, carbon trading, 
landscaping)





• Investment driven by 
policy

• 2006 Investments:$70.9 
billion (43% increase over 
2005)

• Venture capital and 
private equity inc’d from 
$2.7 b in 2005 to $7.1 b 
in 2006

• R&D inc’d from $13 
billion in 2005 to $16 
billion in 2006



Next steps?



http://web.mac.com/energyinfo

Thank you!



2007 Houston World Oil Conference 
Proceedings

• Conference Program
• Conference DVD
• Video Highlights
• Peak Oil Review
• ASPO-USA

http://www.aspousa.org/ASPOUSA3/agenda.cfm
http://www.regonline.com/Checkin.asp?EventId=163227
http://www.aspousa.org/ASPOUSA3/videohighlights.cfm
http://www.aspo-usa.com/index.php?option=content&task=view&id=45
http://www.aspousa.org/
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