Greetings Salmon River boaters,

All of you have expressed some level of interest in joining us for a float down the Main Salmon River July 18-24, 2004.  This letter is to provide information about the trip and how I expect logistics to work.

Committing to the trip

First of all I need to get a firm commitment from each of you so we can firm up the trip and $$ seems to work best. I would like to have the money no later than May 22nd. You need to consider this money non-refundable, so make sure you’re really committed before you sign on.  My address is:



Kassie Skeen




C/O Adrift Adventures



P.O. Box 577



Moab, UT 84532



435-770-1755



skeen_23@hotmail.com

Cost

The estimated trip cost is $150/person. This includes all 

food from dinner on the 18th to lunch on the 24th, US Forest Service fees; and 3 beers or sodas per person, per day.  We won’t do an organized lunch on the launch day, so you’ll need to bring something with you to munch on at the launch ramp. Beyond the 3 beers/sodas day, you will need to bring any additional beverages; GatorAid, beer, wine, pop, etc. that you would like. If it is as hot as last summer, you’ll want to bring some additional beverages.  There will be plenty of drinking water and I expect you to drink up on the water!

Vehicle Shuttle

You will need to set up your own vehicle shuttle. It is approximately a 8-9 hour drive each way over winding 2-lane highways if you do the shuttle yourself.  It is highly recommended that you use a shuttle service. Estimated cost for the shuttle is $250-$325/vehicle plus $60-85 for gas (depending upon your gas mileage and what the cost of gas is by summertime).  Our put-in will be at Corn Creek Campground and take-out at Vinegar Creek launch ramp.  There are numerous reputable shuttle companies available.  Following is a list of some of them.  The list is from Rob Tubbs (many of you probably know Tubby) and the ones with asterisks have done an ok job for him in the past. Some take credit cards, some don’t, so be sure and call in advance to schedule your shuttle.  A problem with Blackadar Boating for example is was that they require a signature attesting that the shuttle driver was covered by the vehicle insurance. This isn’t a problem for personal vehicles, but could be a problem for rental cars.

       
Blackadar Boating, Salmon, ID 


208-756-3958*

       
Rawhide Outfitters Salmon, ID


208-756-4276


River Shuttles
(Vic Simmons), Salmon ID
208-756-4188


Sawtooth Transportation, LLC.


208-869-2536
















North Fork Store, North Fork, ID

208-865-2412*

Trip Overview

It’s about a 2 hour drive (at least)from Salmon. People can choose to get to the put-in however they want.  The Stagecoach Inn in Salmon (208-756-4251) is a nice place to stay according to Sam Dennis and Andy Rupp who have done this trip quite a few times. (Many of you may know these two River Rats too.) We will launch from Corn Creek in the mid-late afternoon of July 18th. We will have to sit through a Forest Service orientation after the boats are rigged & then we will be free to launch.  The first day on the river will be a short day. After that you can expect decent days on the river, with the normal schedule having us eat breakfast around 7am, and getting going on the river around 9am. We will stop for lunch between noon and 1 for about an hour, and will usually be in camp by 5-6pm, although there will likely be a few long days where we’re on the water till 6 or 7pm. Once we’re at camp everyone will pitch in and get the kitchen and the toilet set up, then the chefs for the night will continue with meal prep while everyone else sets up camp, swims, drinks, plays etc. We will take-out at Vinegar Creek after lunch on the last day.  We will do the final lunch at the Vinegar Creek takeout ramp on the 24th as we pack the boats up.  Expect to be on your way from Vinegar Creek by 2pm-3pm on the 24th. McCall, Idaho is about a 2-hour drive from the takeout. I am suggesting to all participants staying the night there, however I understand we all have lives we have to get back to.  For those that stay in McCall, this allows everyone to get cleaned up and have a last leisurely dinner together.

Gear

 Each individual is expected to bring:


-Personal clothing & toiletries


-Dry bags to store your gear in, on the boats


-PFD (life jacket)


-Sleeping bag, pad, and ground cloth


-Tent, or arrange for space in another tent in case of rain


-Hat, sun-glasses, and long pants & shirt to cover up with  


-Flashlight 

 
-Good quality rain gear


-Some type of pile, or warm clothes to layer with

 
-Ammo can, or water-proof protective case for your camera 


-Small 1st aid kit to handle minor cuts, scrapes, and blisters


-Small, compact beach or lawn chair


-Day-pack for daily items on the boats & hikes


-Canteen, or water bottle for on the boats & hikes


-Bug dope, sun screen, and lip gloss


-Don’t forget the water fight weapons!!!

Pack light, there is no reason your gear should exceed 25-30 lbs. per person (not including beer or sodas).  This trip will be much like hanging out on the beach for 7 days, so pack accordingly.  If you don't have a PFD(s) let me know & we can borrow one.  Most of the boatmen will have some extras to loan. 

Group Gear

Once the $$ deadline has passed I will get with the committed boatmen & organize the group gear.  Group items will include:  a toilet, kitchen, major first aid supplies, horse shoes, volleyball & net, bocci balls, kitchen tarp, emergency radio, emergency signaling devices, fire pan, propane tanks, water jugs, pumps, repair kits, minor first aid kits, and tables. 

I will be sending a food buy list (and a check) to each boatman and they will be responsible for all the food purchasing.  They will be expected to buy & pack the listed items on their boat.  To do this I need to know how much dry box & cooler space you will have on your boats.  Please send me an e-mail with this info by the $$ deadline.  

After the crew is finalized we can also talk about the items Idaho requires on each boat, i.e. throw bags, spare PFD's, spare oars, etc. If people are interested we can bring along 1-2 inflatable duckies. These were a lot of fun last year and they never lacked for paddlers. When you send in your $$ let me know if you would be interested in doing some ducking. 

Other

Seven days is a pretty relaxed schedule, but we will be pushing some miles so the last day we aren’t struggling to get to the put-in. I am expecting low-water because of the moisture received this year, but things could change with time.  I don’t think we will have time to do a layover day.

I need those who are planning to go to email me their phone number, address, names of trip members you are overseeing.  Some of this info will be used to plan the trip & some of it will be provided to the Forest Service as part of the private permit stipulations.  I would also like some input as to your beer, & soda preferences. 

Each boatman is expected to have the green Forest Service river guide.  Others may also like to have a copy of this river map to take along.  These guides and all sorts of other maps can be purchased from the Forest Service by calling 208-865-2700, or you can pick them up in the Salmon Nat. Forest office in North Fork before the trip.  If you would like to do some pre-trip reading start with: "River of no Return" by Carrey & Conley.  It's available via mail order from most of the western boat-houses such as NRS, Cascade, or Downriver Equipment.  

A final note. We currently have 20 people who have "committed" to the trip, although until I have your check in my bank account, I can never be sure. We can take up to 30 people on this permit.  If you are interested send me an email ASAP and I’ll get back to you with info on 

whether we will have boat space for you. Hope to see you on the river July 18th.

Kassie

